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Over the last twelve months two local residentsðTahryn 

Trevenen and Annie Argent in conjunction with the Lake 

Grace Development Association have researched the 

possibility of an All Ages Playground in Lake Grace. 

This came about from having young children themselves 

as well as being involved in many community groups 

that involved young children and their parents and 

hearing the parents comment that Lake Grace did not 

have any suitable playgrounds for the local children. In 

particular it was identified that the playgrounds in Lake 

Grace do not cater for those children under 4 years of 

age. Tahryn and Annie have researched  and identified 

appropriate equipment for various age groups as well as 

identifying play opportunities that can be created locally 

to make the playground unique to Lake Grace. 

 

This project is not only for the benefit of local families 

and children of Lake Grace, but also to attract tourists 

and visitors to the town, thereby supporting local 

business. (similar to the Kulin Waterslide and the 

Donnybrook playground.) 

 

One of the major concepts of the playground area and 

equipment is to encapsulate the agricultural community 

of Lake Grace, the produce, flora and fauna that is found 

in Lake Grace 

The Importance of Playgrounds 

Playing outside is not just about letting of steam. It is a 

vital part of childhood that helps children develop 

physical strength, coordination and balance. It can also 

provide opportunities for children to learn and develop: 
 

Social Skills - when they play with other children 

they learn to communicate, share, collaborate and 

empathise with others. 
 

Imagination and creativity - outside play is often open

-ended and children need to be creative about what 

and how games are played. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking and problem solving skills - as children 

assess risks and tackle new challenges. They learn 

about having a go, persistence and the success these 

attributes can bring. 

Sense of self - as they master new skills and play with 

other children they improve their competence and 

confidence in their own physical and social abilities. 

Sense of connection - to place, to peers and to their 

local community and environment. 

Self care skills - managing physical and social 

challenges helps children to learn about keeping 

themselves safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ordinary Meeting of Council 20 November     

2013 the following resolution was moved 

 

MOTION 11720 
 

That Council endorse staff to proceed with: 

1. Identifying funding sources to financially support 

the construction of an All Ages Playground in Lake 

Grace. 
 

2. Identifying a suitable site within the township of 

Lake Grace for an All Ages Playground. 
 

3. Community consultation in regards to the suitability 

and need of an All Ages Playground in Lake 

Grace. 
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Suggested concepts for All Ages Playground 

The proposed playground  3829.74m
2
 would consist 

of : 

 

Area 1 - Toilets and BBQ area 

 

 New child friendly toilets. 

 Undercover area/shed/toilets 

 BBQôs. 

 4 bins around the area- to look like grain siloôs. 

 Drinking water fountains. 

 Tables and benches. 

 

 

Area 2 -  Toddler Play area 

 

 Separate area next to BBQ area. 

 Benches. 

 Individual play equipment for toddlers.  

 Soft fall ground cover. 

 Natural shading. 

 

Area 3 - Junior and teenagers play area 

 

Large shade structure without walls. (eg similar to 

Tarin Rock or 

Narrogin Lions 

Playground structure) 

  

 Play equipment 

    - ropes course 

 - train play set 

 - swings 

 - slides 

 - stepping posts 

 - talking posts 

 Benches. 

 Soft yellow sand ground cover. 

 

Area 4 -  Sheep Yard Maze 
 

 Maze made out of sheep yard fencing with four 

entrances. Five different 

areas with three walls one 

meter high, one with grain, 

one with sheep/cows/pigs, 

one with tractors/headers/

trucks, one with 

kangaroos, rabbits, foxes 

and one with salt lakes/

silos/trains. Each different 

wall in the maze will have the product/animal/

machinery on its own wall with the name of what it is, 

capital and lower case letter that it starts with and the 

noise that it makes. Paint the ground with feet for the 

children to follow. 

 

Area 5 - Mini Lake Grace Track  
 

 Paint Lake Grace town site on the ground with the 

businessôs and road signs. 

 Each area to have different activity ie Hopscotch, four 

square, alphabet and numbers. 

 Benches. 

 BBQ area 

 Children can ride 

their trikes/scooters/

bikes around this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hit up board ideas 

Hand prints of all the children in the area. 

Hand prints of all community members that helped. 

Signage of sponsors for the area. 

Names of community members/businesses that 

helped. 

 

Area 6 -   Skate Park 

Currently facility to remain where it is and or to be 

moved to fit in with the proposed All Ages Playground 

concept. 
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Option 2  

Area 

5 

Area 1 

Area 2 

Area 

4 

Area 

3 

Initial sites identified and looked at require 

3,829.74m
2
 Sqm, inclusive of areas 1 to 5: 

 

Gum Tree Playground 

Was initially looked at but due to a number of factors 

was dismissed namely; 

 Little infrastructure there to support the project. 

 Not close to any facilities ie shops. 

 Little shade. 

 Difficult for visitors to find. 

 Requires parking for locals, visitors and or 

caravans. 

 Has ample space.  

 Requires  new toilets. 

Lake Grace Recreational Grounds 

The area near the pavilions is 950m2  with the 

triangle area 1,298.5m2 total of 2248.5m2 

This site has been recently suggested after the old 

Tennis court area was investigated. 

 New toilets required due to uncontrolled access 

issues to current toilets. 

 Close for parents playing/watching sport whose 

children want to play in the playground. 

 Not highly visible from the main road for visitors/

tourists. 

 Little shade. Requires new tree planting and or 

shelters. 

 The RV dump area close by for visitors. 

 Not a large areaðabout one third of the suggested 

design could be accommodated on this proposed site. 
 

Old Tennis court area  

This site was used for the initial design due to the 

following reasons; 

 Near the sporting precinct. 

 Close to the pool, shops and other amenities. 

 Close to ovals. 

 Plenty of natural shading. 

 Power and water connected already. 

  Pre-existing fencing for main area. 

 Pre-existing  astroturf might be able to be re-used. 

 Off the main road, easy for visitors to see. 

 The RV dump area close by for visitors. 

 Requires new toilets or upgrade to toilets. 

 When the new tennis courts were constructed it was 

the understanding of the funding body that the old  

courts would be removed. 

 

Option 1 
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Option 3  

Area 

3 

Area 1 

Area 2 Area 

4 

Area 

5 

Skate 

Park 
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Funding Sources 

 

Once initial community consultation has 

been completed and depending on the 

outcome a design and total cost will be 

sought to present to Council and the 

community. 

 

Should the project be endorsed by Council, funding 

applications will be submitted to relevant and 

appropriate funding bodies such as Lotterywest and 

State Government funding. 

 

The initial work has shown that the costing on the 

current design is approximately $526,835 but this 

does not include any earthworks, fencing etc. 

 

Community Consultation 
 

As per the Shire of Lake Grace Policy Manual: 

 

Policy 1.12 Community Engagement Objectives:  
 

To ensure the residents of the Shire of Lake Grace 

have the maximum opportunity to contribute to their 

own social, economic and community well-being as 

well as good governance through information, 

consultation and active participation in the 

development of major programs, projects and events 

throughout the shire. Adopted 27 April 2011ð

Motion 11204. 

 

An initial plan has been programmed as per 

below to inform residents and allow for 

community feedback. 

 

Community Fact Sheet 1 - February 2014 
 

To initially let the community know of the proposed 

project, the research done to date and to request 

written feedback for alternative sites and or proposals. 

 

Community Fact Sheet No 2  - March 2014 
 

To let the community know of all the feedback from 

Community Fact Sheet 1 and if possible to give some 

indication of budget for each proposal. 

 

Public Meeting - May 2014 
 

Have completed budget costs and drawings for each 

identified site. Seek community endorsement. 

 

Council meetings February, March, April, May 

2014 
 

Keep Councillors informed of the progress of the 

project at the information sessions after the Council 

meeting. Agenda item to Council. 

 

June 2014 
 

Budget request for 2014/2015 budget and 

identification of funding opportunities. 
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Community Fact Sheet 1 - February 2014 
 

All responses to Community Fact sheet 1 must be in 

writing to the Shire of Lake Grace by 1 March 2014. 

For further information please contact Manager 

Community Services Ms Lee Holben on 98902500 

or mcms@lakegrace.wa.gov.au. 
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